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The Happineſs of the intermediate State. 


— — — 


Lok xxiii. verſe 43. | 
1 Ferily 7 fay unto theey to-day ſhalt thou be with me in Paradiſe. 


Auoxd other aggravations of our Saviour's ſuerings, 
it was his lot to be crucified in the company of two no- 
torious malefa ors, one of whom Was ſo hardened an 
infidel, that he blaſphemouſly railed on him, faying, 

' thou be the Chrifh, Jave thy/e6!f' and we. Phe other 'male- 

or, with pious concern, rebukes his companion in 

theſe words, Doft thou not tar God, ſecing then art in the fame* 
condemnation # Aud we indeed juſtly, fur duo receive the due ru. 
ward of our deeds, but this man hath dons nething-amifi ; And 
then turning ta Jeſus, he ſaith, Lord, remember mes when 
thou comeſt into ily kingdom ! Vo which humble petition ſo 
expreſſive of à linoere and lively faith, our Saviour returns 
the gracious anſwer in the text, Fri, I ay unto thee," 
To-day fhalt- in be with me in Paradiſe. | | 88 

1 words duly conſidered, contain a fund of com 
fort for the good Chriſtian, under the worſt ſufferings of 
the preſeat ſtate, For they aſſure him, that the foul dies 
nor With e tay, but is immortal; that death doth not 
deprive the believer even of a day's exiſtence; — nay more, 
at the ſame time that it delivers him from the mijeries wf * 
this life, it opens to him the gates of Paradiſe, and con- 
figns him to a ſtate of unutterable happineſs. This da, 
ſays Chriſt to the penitent thief, Mall thou” be with me in 
Parad ſes not after thy reſurrection, but immediately 
after thy diſſolution. . W 20 tt 

How abſurd then is it to ſuppoſe, as ſome have done, 
that the foul lies dormant till the general reſurrection,” or, 
which is the ſame, that it dies with the body! Phe con- 
trary is plainly affected in the text, and not in the text 
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| enly, but in many other paſſages of the New Teſtament, 

1 ſome of which I ſhall beg leave to point out to you. 
1. The firſt that I ſhall take notice of, is 2 Cor. v. 

where the Apoſtle ſays, We knw aſſuredly, that if our 
|. - earthly houſe of this tabernacle, (or the body which we now 

8 inhabit,) were diſſolved, we have a building of God, an houſe 

trot made with mortal hands, eternal in the heavens, And it 

therefore, as he farther adds, e are confident, or courageous | 

under all the evils that befal us, and willing rather to be ab- e 

ent from the body, and to be preſent with the Lord, The Apoſtle Y 

| 
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| 

] 
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here ſpeaks of death, as introqucing good Chriſtians to a 
fuller enjoyment of Chriſt, and of courſe to greater hap- 
wax taan ever they knew while confined to the body. 
ut how could this be, it the ſoul be ſuppoſed to die 
with the body ? 
2. Again (Philip, i.) the fame Apoſtle writes thus: 
To me to live is Chrift, and to die 15,gain. But if I live in. thi” 
Rab, this is the fruit of my labour. Net what I hall chore 1 
know not, for I am in a ftrait betrveen two, having a deſire to des 
fart and to be with Chrift, which is far better; nevertheleſs to 
abide in the flit is more needful for you. As if he had faid, 
If 1 defire life it is only to ſpend it in the ſervice of Chrift, and if 
JT defire death, it is becauſe I know it 13 my greateſt gain. "Hows 
ever if it be the will of God to continue me in the preſent ftate, 1 
fubmit to it, and ſhall think my Iabours well re payea, if I am made 
the inſtrument of awakening and reforming finners by the preaching 
Fille goſpel. And yet if it were left to my own choice, I would 
rot know (as am fituated) whethrr death or life were to be prefer- 
red. To die and to be with Chriſt, were I to confider my own ad. 
vantage only, 15 Without all du! ite terer Alan io live late. 
but with regard to your profit and edification my preſence is lighty. 
nece//ary. Now if the ſoul is to continue in a ſtate of in- 
ſenſibility till the general reſurrection, could the Apoſtle 
think ſuch a ſtate better than a life tending, as his did, to 
the ſalvation of ſinners? Or could he poſſibly call ſuch a 
ſtate a being with Chriſt? No certainly: for if upon h's 
diſſolution, his ſoul were to lie dead, he needed to have been 
in no ſtrait at all about the matter; ſince a life ſpent in 
converting fouls, and promoting the eternal happineſs of 
his fellow creatures, would, with all its ſufferings, be far 
more eligible; than a ſtate of inſenſibility. ths 


| e 
3. T ſhall mention juſt another paſſage to corroborate 
the doirine in the text, and that is Matt. x. 28. where 


dur Saviour ſays, Fear not them, who can kill the body, but canned 
# kill the foul, I heſe words ſeem to contain a plain proof 


that the foul dies not with the body. For you may ob- 
ferve, that what it is allowed that man can do to the body, 
it 1s denied that he can do to the foul. From hence it 
appears, that Chriſt in theſe words, ſpeaks not of · death 
eternal; (for t/a: men cannot inflict upon the body, nor. 
et hinder its reſurrection;) but of a temporal death, 
ou will tikewife obferve, that they who by killing the 
body, make the ſoul alſo to periſh till the re-union of both 
at the laſt day, do alſo kill the ſoul, and fo do more than 


. they, who can kill the body war and they who by kil- 


ling the body, do alſo render the ſoul or ſpirit of a man 
inſenſate, do alſo kill the foul; for it is not eaſy to ſee 
how an intelligent, thinking, and perceiving being, can 


de more killed than by depriving it of all ſenſation, thought 


and perception; Since therefore (St. Luke xii. 4.) 
Chrift faith that the adverſaries of Chriſtians can only kill 
their bodies, and here that they cannot kill their fouls, we 
muſt conclude, that the ſoul doth not periſh with the 
body, nor loſe its powers of perception at death ; but that 
every one, at the inſtant of his diffolution, accordingly as 
he hath lived in this world, is conſigned to the puniſh-. 
ments he hath deſerved in the infernal priſon, or admitted 
to the raviſhing delights of Paradiſe. N 
The doctrine tlien of the ſoul's exiſtence between 
death and judgment being thus eſtabliſned, let us next 
conſider that ſtate of happineſs, to which the righteous 
are advanced at death. * is here called Paradiſe, which 
ſignifies a garden of pleaſure, in alluſion to that happy 
place in which our firſt parents dwelt. By conſidering 
the nature of the rarmiy, we ſhall be enabled to form ſome 
idea of the kcaverly Paradiſe, Now the Scripture informs 
us, that our firſt parents were bleſſed with perfect happt- 
neſs in the terreſtrial Paradiſe. I heir Creator frequently 
vouchſafed to converſe with them, ſometimes by the 
mouth of his angels, and ſometimes by a voice from hea. 
ven. The earth of its own accord produced every thi 
neceſſary for food, or pleaſure. No unruly paſſions dif- 
X34 + AY 4A 3 _ | 2 147 


66 
compoſed their minds no ſenſe of guilt. diſturbed their 
ward peace no dread of death embittered life, nor any ' 
of thoſe numberleſs diſeaſes and calamities with which the 
ſons, of men are now viſited, had then power to reach them, 
Earth was the picture of. heaven. Sheltered under the 
wings of almighty love, they dwelt ſecure from every 
evil. Ihus bleſt, they had nothing to wiſh for, and no- 
thing to do, but to tcank and adore the hand, that had 
ſo liberally loaded them with his bounty. Here was hap- 
ineſs indeed! And what prevented it from being ours? 
Why fin, the fruitful cauſe of all our miſery. Cur firſt 
| 7 5 tranſgreſſed the divine command, and by ſo doing 
forfeited this happy ſtate, both to themſelves and their 
poſterity. We have no great cauſe however to repine, if 
we conſider, that God of his goodneſs hath provided for 
us ſomething ſtill better, if we will but take the road 
which he preſcribes, to arrive at it. By the reſurrection 
of Chriſt from the dead, we are begotten again to a lively 
hope of an inherirance incorruptible, .undefiled, and eter- 
nal in the heavens. And ſhortly ſhall every faithful ſoul 
be put in poſſeſſion of happineſs infinitely "Se Ae any 
thing our firſt parents knew on earth. Picture to your- 
ſelf one of the moſt delightful ſpots on earth, where all the 
beauties of nature conſpire to render it a ſcene of pleaſure ; 
where the verdant meadows are copiouſly watered with 
cooling ſtreams; where the fertile ground produces ſpon- 
taneouſly all the neceſſaries and conveniences of life; 
where the trees,. ever blooming, bend beneath a load of 
delicious fruit, and where a. perpetual ſpring exhilerates 
the mind, Imagine yourſelf placed in this happy ſpot, 
with all your deareſt and neareſt friends about you, and 
at the ſame time ſecure from every thing that might 
alarm or injure you: exempted from every uneaſy refiec- 
tion, from every painful, diſeaſe, and even from death 
itſelf, and that you had nothing to do, but to enjoy the 
bleſſings before you, and fo adore the hand that beſtowed 
them. Delightful and defirable as this ſituation may ap- 
pear, as being more than a picture of the earthly Para- 
diſe, it yet falls far ſhort of that happineſs, to which death 
tranſmits the righteous. And tor this reaſon, we can 
very eaſily form an idea of all that has juſt now been ſaid, 
but it never once entered into the heart of man to conceive 
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the glory, which God has prepared in a future ſtate for 
them that love him. It is true there are difficulties in 
our way to it. Before we reſt there, we mult labour here, 


and at laſt paſs to it through the gates of death. But 
what then? The glory of that bappy ſtate will make us 
more than ample amends for all we can endure in our 
way to it. | | 1 

- fn the: terreſtrial Paradiſe, our firſt parents were bleſt 
with frequent viſits from their Creator. In the celeſtial 
Paradiſe, the righteous enjoy the perpetual ſun-ſhine of 
the divine preſence, and repole themſelves for ever on the 
boſom of their God. That Saviour whom they fought 
and ſerved here, there manifeſts himſelf to them in all his 
native beauty, majeſty, and love. Removed from ever 
degree of fin and ſorrow, and improved in knowledge, 
purity, and love,. they hold ſweet converſe with their ex- 
alted Lord, with angels, and ſaints made perfect in glory, 
and live amidſt the overflowing joys of ſpiritual and eter- 
nal pleaſures. In the preſent ſtate, the righteous, even 
for their very righteouſneſs, are often derided and perſe- 
cuted by wicked and ungodly men. But Paradiſe ſhall 
perfectly deliver them from all ſuch cruel inſults. For 
no ſenſualiſt or profane perſon ſhall ever gain admittance 
there. No liar, drunkard, or malicious foul, ſhall ap- 
proach to interrupt the good man's happineſs, or t 
pollute the manſions of the bletſed with their accurfed 
preſence. No: all ſuch offenders, without a change of 
heart and life at leaſt, are by the word of God, expreſsly 
debarred from the kingdom of heaven. G 
As an additional happineſs in this paradiſaical ſtate, 
we ſhall. there meet, know, and converſe with all our 
friends, who before us have departed this life in the faith 
and fear of God. And what ſhould greatly reconcile us 
to death, inſtead: of thoſe earthly ak, we leave behind, 
we ſhall: there find thoſe, in whole breaſts reigns the pureſt, 
the moſt exalted and unchangeable friend! 515 and who 
are indiſſolubly united to us by that ſpirit of love, which 
is ſhed abroad in the hearts of all that believe. Here 


ſhall the fond parent find again the much Jamented child | | 


of his love, ſnatched. from his embrace by the cold hand 
of death. And here ſhall the child, inſtituted in the 
paths of virtue, find the parent who trained him to glory, 


(8 ) 
by his wholeſome and godly inſtructions. Here ſhall the 
affectionate huſband meet again the partner of his earth] 
Joys.” never more to he ſeparated from her. In ſhort, 
here ſhall all, who have made it their care to live ſoberly, 
righteouſly, and godly in the preſent life, mingle with 
each other in the ſweeteſt harmony and love, and plenti- 
fully partake of theſe divine delights, which eye hath not 
ſeen, nor ear heard, nor human heart been able to con- 
ceive. | | 
Such is that ſtate to which death introduces the faĩth- 
; fu! ſervants of God. And who is there that does not ear- 
| neſtly deſire to be thus happy with Ci? and who 
3 would not willingly exchange the pleaſures of earth for 
ſuch complete felicity ? _—— more than wiſhes 
however is neceſſary if we would indeed attain this hap- 
ſ pineſs. Every known ſin muſt be renounced. The 
{t word of God muſt be a law to us. Whatever is there 
{f enjoined, we muſt carefully perform, and whatever is 
there forbidden, we mutt as carefully avoid. By reading, 
meditation, abſtinence, and prayer, we muſt mortify our 
members that are on earth, raiſe our affections to heaven, 
+ — and tit ourſelves for thoſe ſpiritual pleaſures, which are at 
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IH God's right hand for ever. By a holy and irreproachable 
if life, we muſt ſhine as lights in the midſt of a crooked and 
| perverſe generation, and ſtudy to adorn the doctrine of 
our God and Saviour in all things. Love to God, and 
| love to man, muſt be the ruling principle in our heart, 
1 manifeſting itſelf, not only in works of piety, but 
| 
| 
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in works of mercy alſo. Accordingly, we muſt make it 
our buſineſs, (ſo far as we have opportunity and ability) 
to inſtruct the ignorant, to reform the vicious, to relieve 
the needy, to overcome evil with good, and, in ſhort, to 
do every thing that in us lies, to promote the temporal- 
and eternal well-being ot thoſe about us. This is the 
road we muſt take, if we would- ſecure to ourſelves * | 
entrance into the celeſtial Paradife at our diſſolution. ' 
I ſhall now conclude with a few words to my different 
hearers, by way of application to the whole. FOR 
I. And, firſt, to you who make the law of God your 
ſtudy and delight ; who devoutly obſerve the divine or- 
dinances, and & patient continuance in cvell doing, ſeek for glory, 
funour, end immoriclity': to you this doctrine contains the 
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(FJ. 
richeſt cordial to ſupport you in your weary pilgrimage, and 
the moſt engaging motive to make you #edfaft, umimoveable,' 
and always abounding in the work of the Lord, ſeeing you are 
ſo ſhortly to reap the fruits of your labour. Do wieked 
and ungodly men cauſeleſsly hate and perſecute you? 
Does poverty, pain, or fickneſs add to your afflictions? 
Do you mourn under the loſs of earthly comforts ? Re- 
member that the captain of your falvation, with all his 


J unſp tted innocence, was no ſtranger to {til} heavier ſuf- 


more dangerous in many reſpects, 


ferings of the ſame ſort; and remember likewiſe, OE 
have but a little longer to hold out, and then Paradiſe, 
that land of pure delight, will open to receive you, where, 
when you once arrive, te wicked tall for ever ceaſe to trouble; 
every trar ſlall be wiped from your eyes, and all your defires © 
more than abundantly fatisfied, | | £52 
2. 1 would addreſs, myſelf to thoſe, who, though they 
take ſome care about their eternal concerns, are yet neg- 
ligent in many particulars. - Such are they who are, as” 
the ſcripture expreſſes it, neither cold nor hot, but luke- 
warm: and who, though convinced of the neceſſity ot 
ſecuring the one thing needful, do yet ſuffer the bufineſs 
and pleaſures of the world to engroſs ſo much of their 
time and thoughts, that little, very little, room is left for 
more momentous concerns, -This, I fear, is the- caſe of 
far the greater part of Chriſtians. And what ſhall I fay 
to ſuch? Why, 1 muſt tell you, you are living in a ſtate, 
——ů— open profane- 
neſs; and a ſtate that is very apt to end in infidelity, and a 
total departure from the living God; for from being in 
different about religion, a man ſoon comes to have no 
religion at all. I muſt farther tell you, that this ſtate 
will effectually deprivr you of that comfort in your laſt 
10ments, which the doctrine we have been considering, 
vould otherwiſe inſpire. And inſtead of the pleaſing hope 


Jof a bliſsful Paradiſe io ſupport your trembling ſoul, fear- 


ful doubis and forebodings will terrify and torment vou, 
and render your ſituation truly deplorable. For gene- 
rally no perſon is ſo: uneaſy upon a death - bed as the al. 
nat Clriti an. 5598.8 | ea 
3. L would beſpeak the attention of you who. wilfully, - 
and habitually violate. the laws of God; Who caſt off 
very thing ot the Chtiſtian, but the name; and in ſpite - 


3 

of all the threats and promiſes of God, and every method 
uſed. to reclaim. you, obſtinately. perſiſt in thoſe courſes, 
which: your own conſciences tel} you muſt lead to certain 
deſtruction. Why will ye be ſo cruel to your own fouls, 
as to make the ſvfferings of life, and the pains of deatls- 
ſtill- more inſupportable, by depriving yourſelves of that 
which only can adminiſter conſolation in ſuch circum 
ſtances, the pleaſing proſpect of immediate glory in an 
after-ſtate ? Beſides this, a wicked life does not only ex- 
clude you from. taſting the joys of Paradiſe, but over and 
above finks you in eternal perdition. For if the angels 
of God do not convey your departing ſpirits to the 
realms of light, the devil and his angels will hurry them 
away to the regions of eternal darknets and deſpair. And 
oh! think (unleſs a change of heart take place) how 
won this may be] Not at the general judgment, ſuppo- 

that at a diſtance, but at the moment of yanr death. 
And how glad ſoever you may be to fancy that at a diſ- 


tance, yet who is he that can aſſure himſelf of one mo- 


ment beyond: the preſent? Think then what it muſt be 
to go aut af the world ſentenced hy God and your an 
eonſcience to irreverſible woe! If the ſms of the beſt men 
were ſet in full view before them, the fight (if they had 
no hope in a Redeemer) would moſt probably diſtract 
them. What then muſt be the condition of perſevering 
mfidels, when death draws the curtain, and ſets their ac- 
cumulated crimes in all their native deformity, before 
their affrighted- conſciences | The fight ſurely were hell 
enough, if there were no other. © 4: 
Look back then, ye profane and impure, ye worldlings 
and ſenſualiſts,' ye haters of your pwn. happineſs, and de- 
fpiſers of heaven's choiceſt bleffings : look back, I fay, on, 
your numberleſs and aggravated fins: conſider what woe 
they are leading you to; and what bleſſedneſs they will 
rob you of, that you may for ever deteſt and forſake 
them. Look up at the fame time, by the eye of faith, tc 
that ſubſtantial happineſs, to which the | ſo ear 
invites you, and humbly accept the proffered 
kindneſs, before the door of mercy be ſhut agairiſt yo 
and before _ God 2 2 wearied out b) 
ir incorrig:ble contempt of his favours, give 11 
— to your hearts deſire, and 1 rey ox 
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«your fins. Think what a dreadful thing it is to be given 
| 2 A PANT to the malignant ſpirits of hell; and abandoned 


for ever, to the horrors of black deſpair and 
2 remorſe "Think what it will be to be torn from - 


a worid that has engroſſed your Whole affections, and 


Forced to appear in the Nest of a long forgotten God ! 
Think what anguiſh of heart you muſt feel, to ſee a pious 
parent, child, or other near relation, reaping the rewards 


of their paſt Jabours in Paradiſe; and yourſelf thruſt down 


to hell, for ever "deprived of thoſe golden opportunties, 
which you now ſet ſo light a vaue upon ! Meditate ſe- 
riouſly and frequently upon thele things; and, by che 
grace of God, you will ſoon be convinced of the wh | 
and wickedneſs of p nn thoſe finful pleaſures, w 

God ſo ſtrictliy 3 for which you muſt ſhortly. 
pay ſo high a pri 

pon the N $8 may the belief of what has been ſaid 


concerning the ſoul's exiſtence, in a ſtate of bliſs or woe, 


between death and judgment, be deeply impreſſed on all 
our minds. May this belief produce a correſpondent prac- 
tice, and incline us. to live in every particular as the goſ- 
pel direts. And then, when death removes us from the 
preſent ſcene of ſuffering, we ſhall riſe to bliſs RR 

and be for ever with the Lord. 25 4 


. 


HYMN. 


1. He is a God of foreign love, that promis'd heav'a to me, 


And taught my thoughts to ſoar above, where happy ſpirits be, 
2. Prepare me, Lord, fer thy right hand, then came the joyful day; 
Come demb, and ſome celeſtial band, to bear my ſoul away, - 

3. Haſte, my beloved, fetch my foul up to thy bleſt abode; 
* for my ſpirit * to eee my Saviour and 12 Goa. 
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ANOTHER HYMN. 


1. Why flow theſe torrents of diſtreſs? (the gentle Saviour cries,) 
. Why are my ſleeping ſaints ſurvey'd with unbelieving eyes? 
2. Death's feeble arm (hall never boaſt, a friend of Chriſt is ſlain 3 
Nor o'er a meaner part in duſt, a laſting pow'r retain 
3. Touch'd by my hand, in ſmiles they riſe, they riſe to ſleep no 
more; 


But rob'd with light, and crown'd with joys, to endleſs day 
| they ſoar, | 


4. Jeſus, our ſaith receives thy word, and tho“ fond nature wee 
Grace learus to bail the pious dead, and emulate their ſleep, 


